
Minutes of Cramond Parents & Staff Council meeting 
held at Cramond Primary School on Monday 13 June 2016 
 

Present Apologies 

Rebecca Mill (Chair) 
Linda Campbell 
Steph Croan 
Helen Donaldson 
Jim Poseley 
Fran Warren 
Karen Bridges 
Leanne McCabe 
Louise Taylor 
Maggie Smith 

Alison McKay  
Lyndsy Adam 
Claire McDowell 
Katie Bruce 
Kathryn Garvie  
Caroline Duguid 
Alexis Ovenstone 
Catriona Nichol 
Mark Symonds (CEC)  
Paul Murrell (CEC) 

Claire Hunter 
Fiona Pengelly 
Cathy Kistruck 
Sheila Kennedy 
Niketa Platt 
Nick Balchin 
Caroline Duff 
Sarah Anderson  
 

Agenda Item  
 

Discussion Action Person(s) 
Responsible 

Date for 
completion 

Welcome Rebecca welcomed everyone to the meeting.  
 

   

Apologies Apologies were given as above.    

School Crossing Paul Murrell, School Crossing Patrol Manager with the City of 
Edinburgh Council joined the meeting to discuss the School 
Crossing Patrols at Cramond.   
When Tony went off sick, the only option available was to move 
Linda up to his usual area (at Gamekeepers Road) and leave the 
crossing on Whitehouse Road unmanned as there is no cover 
available should anyone go off on long term sick.  Priority was 
Gamekeepers Road due to the large number who use the crossing.  
Tony is ok and will hopefully be back to work after the summer 
break.  Linda has only been crossing Gamekeepers Rd and not 
Whitehouse as it is impractical for one person to cover both roads 
safely.  The CEC have subsequently completed a traffic survey at 
Whitehouse Rd and we have passed criteria for another crossing 
patrol in addition to Tony.  Now they will meet with the West of 
Edinburgh team and see if there is anything they can also do with 
the road markings.   Perhaps parents could contact CEC and 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



suggest traffic lights on Gamekeepers Road, if this is something 
they feel would benefit.    
Concerns from parent who has a child who has had 6 years of a 
School crossing patrol guide to now having no-one to help him cross 
the road at present. 
Need to submit a recruitment request and have it authorised – if 
approved it could happen after the summer holidays.  Funding is not 
an issue for recruitment.  If approved, Paul will contact the School to 
advise immediately.    
Once Tony returns, Linda will move back to her usual crossing.  HD 
happy for her contact details to be given to CEC as well as LA and 
RM, if they want to come in and meet with us before the end of 
term.   
HD explained that side streets are now busier and parents are 
taking children across the road to go into the back gate of the 
School.  These children are not getting used to crossing at a safe 
place on the road.   
School Streets have made the streets around the School safer.   
Adults are making a calculated decision to cross where they deem 
safe. 

 
 
If anyone knows of anyone 
who is interested, please ask 
them to contact Lyndsy Adam 
who can pass details on.    
 
 
 
 
HD has offered to arrange a 
meeting as very keen to get in 
place for August 2016 
 
 
 
 

School Streets Mark Symonds from School Streets joined the meeting to discuss 
and update us on the School Streets Project.   
Currently Sustrans have bids open for cycle racks if anyone is 
interested - before the 20th June.   
One of the first Schools in Edinburgh to pilot the Scheme.   It is an 
18 month trial period.  We had a lot of comments from the parental 
survey and we have also had residents’ opinions given.  Traffic 
surveys were done before and again now that things are in place.  
Transport Committee will meet at end of August.  They will base a 
decision on all these factors.    
Cramond started in September, so if it does not continue, it will 
finish in March 2017.   Otherwise, we could continue as is.    One 
parent commented that the streets around the School are now much 
safer and quieter.  It has made a huge positive difference.   Mark 
has been asked a lot about the junction on Cramond Terrace.  The 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Please feedback to HD any 
more comments you may have 
on the impact the School 
Streets project has made, so 
they can feed into the results 
also.   
 
 
 

  



bollards are still an issue, as is the corner of Whitehouse and 
Cramond Avenue.  Busses fly past this corner and people park 
closely to it when they are dropping off at Bright Horizons.    
Corner of Fair-a-Far has also been mentioned a lot around the 
yellow lines there and request for perhaps extending them. 
Feedback has been given to the School from Cramond Vale 
residents re vehicles getting into their street and parked cars using 
up space in the vicinity.  These negative feelings have come from 
residents.  The focus however, is on pedestrian safety, rather than 
inconvenience.    
Staff are now also parking, due to the car park being closed at 
present. This has added volume of traffic parking and will continue 
until October.    
Significant number of staff are now cycling or walking to work as an 
alternative. 
Letter which used to be sent out to parents giving guide to where to 
park and how to park safely.  If we had more Police presence, it 
would deter many persistent offenders.   
We would like more Police patrol and more tickets to be issued to 
offenders.   More enforcement of the rules requested.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
Twenty is plenty (new speed 
limit in certain areas of the 
City) – Mark will check if we 
are within this area and advise 
the School. 
 
Mark will feedback after 
Committee Meeting on 30 
August on their decision.   
 
Comments very welcome and 
survey is open until 20 August. 
 
LA to send out link once again 
to parents. 

Acceptance of 
minutes of last 
meeting 

The minutes were reviewed and accepted as an accurate reflection 
of the meeting. 
 
Breakfast Club/After School Club meeting with Oscars tomorrow (14 
June 16).  Care Inspectorate (CI) has been for a visit.  Oscars have 
up to 40 places.  They have to submit their documents to the CI.  
Cramond has fire inspection happening this week.  Cramond 
parents who have children who go to Oscars held at Holy Cross and 
Royal High School will be offered a place at Cramond Oscars first. 
We do not have any more information for how parents can register 
at this time. How they decide to manage their process is up to 
Oscars.  We do not have a timescale, however aware Little 
Monkeys require parents to let them know by 1 August if they wish 
to use them for the term or not. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  



 
Nursery parents are now receiving parentmails.   
 
Sporting banner has arrived and has been well used. HD thanked 
the CSPC for funding. 
 
Thanks to Cargilfield for use of their grounds for Sports Day.  
Children have sent thank you letters. 
 
P7 leavers T-shirts have arrived and look great.  Thank you to the 
CPSC for funding these.  

Treasurers 
Report 

£7019 currently in bank account.  £3700 profit from School Summer 
Fair.  Jim to issue breakdown as soon as receipts and invoices paid.    
 
P7s made enough to pay for their yearbook. 

   

Curriculum 
Rationale 

What makes us unique? HD invited the group to do a small task 
giving ideas and comments with what we would like us to start, stop 
and continue doing to keep us a great school. 
 
HD showed the group a possible Mission statement and sought 
views: 
‘Cramond Community:  where we are caring, curious and creative.  
We aim to be resilient, to not give up and to believe that we can 
learn anything!  We learn actively and love learning outdoors.’ 
 

HD to use curriculum rational 
to inform school improvement 
plan. 
 
Parent summary to be issued 
September and shared at next 
CPSC along with attainment 
report for session 2015/16 

  

Playground 
ROSPA Report 

ROSPA assessment sent out before meeting along with school 
RB/RA guide for reading prior to discussion. 
 
Changing the whole landscape.  HD explained to the group reasons 
why we wanted to change play at Cramond.  This included what the 
play strategy was and how it positively affects the learning back in 
the classroom.   Children of all ages should have the right to safe 
play.   HD gave play strategy presentation and this will be available 
on the website shortly.  
We have invested in an annual ROSPA inspection in February and 

 
CPSC & HT Joint summary of 
info to be shared with full 
parent body. 
 
HD to add pdf of powerpoint 
from meeting tonight to 
website and to include in 
minutes. 
School are awaiting visit date 

  
June 2016 



3 quarterly inspections.   Staff are involved daily in dynamic risk 
assessments in the playground which are recorded.  February 2016 
ROSPA gave a score of an overall medium, 8 (two areas of a 10 – 
surfacing and boat barrier height – correct surfacing sourced and 
will be completed 25 June).  Meanwhile rocks have been buffered to 
reduce this score. 
Delay to resurfacing with correct safety gravel as the quantity 
required was not yet quarried or available.  Stage 1 under boat 
bridge completed, May 2016.  Stage 2 from June 22nd. 
We will arrange for next inspection to take place once the majority of 
this work has been completed. 
With improvement and maintenance both planned and undertaken, 
ROSPA score is aimed to be within low risk threshold.  No areas 
were deemed high risk or required by ROSPA to be taken out of 
action.   
CEC, RoSPA and school staff continue to liaise to make further 
planned improvements. 
Please see slides on website for further information (Our PLACE 
Update).   If you have any questions, please contact LA. 
 
CPSC felt that info shared including full ROSPA report is very 
wordy.  It is a lot to put out for general consumption, school and 
CPSC happy for anyone to request to see it.    

from David Yearly, Senior 
RoSPA inspector and 
Margaret Westwood to inform 
action and next steps along 
with next RoSPA inspection. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HD to send out OurPLACE 
guide to parents for safe play. 
 

Fundraising Summer Fair 
Claire McDowell to collate any feedback and produce a guide for 
future years.  Reps to write down tips and ideas to be passed on for 
next year, so we are not reinventing the wheel every year.    
Coconut shy – does not make much money, but people are 
interested. Raffle is very labour intensive in advance of the day.  
Much more adult volunteers required on the day to help. 
Went really well.  BBQ worked well and the weather was great.  
Planning meeting could really help and include people who had 
participated in the previous year.    
We could get dates in the diary for the year and encourage parents 
to sign up to something they can help with during the year.   These 

 
All reps to write down hints 
and tips, ideas and comments 
from their experience of the 
Summer Fair and pass this on 
to Claire who will collate and 
produce a guide for future 
years to use. 
 
 
 
First meeting in September to 

  



 
Next meeting September 2016 

events cannot be run on their own.   If parents do not help out, they 
cannot take place. 
 
Promotion of CPSC needs time spent on it to encourage more 
active participation.   Perhaps more targeted promotion. 
 
How much does the stall holders make for their £20 table?   Should 
this be kept only for the Christmas Fair rather than something which 
is held for School funds? 
 
Cramond’s Got Talent 
Very few acts signed up and hardly any volunteers.    

be dedicated to fundraising 
and planning for the year 
ahead.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
RM to contact and confirm 
decision re venue and whether 
it happens.  

School Photos School photos – The School are more than happy to change to 
another photographer and we are not tied to any one company.   
Current company were recommended by another school.  Some 
parents not happy with quality of photo. 

 Reps to contact LA with any 
photographer details. 
 

  

Sports Day Sports Day comments – please feedback to Mrs McKay.  Printed 
schedule or board with what is happening where and when so 
parents aware on the day. 
RHS pupil volunteers unfortunately did not turn up on the day to 
help.   Honesty box could be left for refreshments tent. 

Reps to feedback anything to 
Mr McKay. 
 

  

AOCB 
 

There were no other questions or points raised.    


