
Minutes of Cramond Parents & Staff Council meeting held at Cramond Primary School on Monday 13 March 2017 
 

Present Apologies 

Claire McDowell 
Linda Campbell 
Steph Croan 
Helen Donaldson 
Louise Taylor 
Maggie Smith 
Livia Wright 
Fran Warren 
Katie Bruce 
Celina Davis 
 

Tammie Fletcher 
Alexis Ovenstone 
Niketa Platt 
 
 

Caroline Duff 
Caroline Duguid 
Jim Poseley 
Joanne MacLeod 
Emma Walker 
Sarah Anderson  
Fiona Pengelly 
Victoria Bowes 
Nicola McKirdy 
Debbie Smith 
Kathryn Garvie  
Kari Cessford 
Alison McKay 
Nick Balchin 
Claire Hunter 
Simon Oliphant 
 
 
 

Agenda Item  
 

Discussion Action Person(s) 
Responsible 

Date for 
completion 

Welcome Claire welcomed everyone to the meeting.  
 

   

Apologies Apologies were given as above.    



Acceptance of 
minutes of last 
meeting 

The minutes were reviewed and accepted as an accurate reflection of the 
meeting. 
 

Mrs Bain’s maternity 
replacement is Mrs Swanson. 
CPSC Minutes will now 
automatically go up on the 
website, rather than pending for 
Mrs Donaldson (HD) to approve 
them. 
P4 and above are able to use the 
new changing rooms. 
Reading assembly and focus on 
reading took place in World Book 
Day week. 
Scottish Poetry – yes, staff are 
interested in running this in the 
future. 

  

Weekly Update New-style weekly update includes learning highlights, Cramond News 
Update and then dates for your diary.  This will be sent out from Mrs 
Donaldson every Friday.   This will also be posted on the website. 
 
Groupcall – still automatically allocates 1 email address per family.  If 
parents request this direct to the office, they are able to add in a second 
email address. 

Class Reps to feedback to Mrs 
Donaldson any comments from 
parents at next meeting. 

All Class Reps  

Pupil Equity 
Funding 
 

Some schools will receive Government funding.  Cramond have just over 
£21,500 over the next 5 years. We are looking at how we can use this 
money to have the biggest impact.  There should not be a pattern as to 
where a child lives and their attainment levels.  There will be a bit of 
cluster work going on in April and Mrs Donaldson will feedback at next 
meeting. 

LC to add to agenda for next 
meeting – Pupil Equity Funding 
Update from Mrs Donaldson. 
 
Mrs Donaldson to feedback at 
next meeting. 

LC 
 
 
 
HD 
 

 

Reporting and 
Assessment 
Overview 
 

The group were given a document to read and feedback on called  
‘Assessing Children’s Progress from Education Scotland and Scottish 
Government’.  This does not take away a teacher’s professional judgement 
on a day-to-day basis in class with pupils. 
They want to look at a Scotland-wide approach to evaluate children 

Class reps to report back on their 
thoughts and ideas at next 
meeting. 
 
 

Class Reps 
 
 
 
 

 



assessments.  Assessments will eventually be all done online. 
At the moment, we have invested in additional assessments to P1, P4 and 
P7.  We do other reading, literacy and maths assessments to gather 
snapshots of where children are at.  We track any data on a child against a 
standardised score, which any parent can ask to see from their teacher.  
We help that to inform us of where our next steps should be with a child.  
Parents should remember that children are continually changing and one 
day can differ a lot from another.  These figures are dynamic and change 
greatly and often. 
Parents can ask for this information at parents’ meetings as to whether 
their child is on track or not on track. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HD to look at how they can 
include some sort of reporting on 
these assessments in the report 
cards. 

 
 
 
 
 
HD 

P1 Intake 
Clarification 
 

Looking at 85 catchment children on the P1 List for August.  There will be a 
natural fall off from this.   This is a real spike for Cramond.  There is natural 
move of younger families into the area.   We will turn the Playzone into a 
classroom. The library space will also be utilised to maximise the space 
available.  We will probably have to have 4 P1 teachers.  We will run this as 
4 home groups.   Late applications will not be guaranteed a catchment 
space.   In 2018/19, the P2 might well be composite classes.  The Estates 
Department will look at it and how the School needs to be adapted to 
include an additional classroom, which would be located in the School 
grounds.  There will be no composite classes in 2017/18. 
The School are also looking at how we can maximise the outdoor 
classroom and learning in the amazing grounds we have the benefit of at 
Cramond. 
 
The £1000 of classroom equipment has been used and goods are on order.  
The current P1 children will use these products very soon. 

   

Staffing and Class 
Organisation for 
August 2017 
 

Mrs Donaldson will be communicating direct with parents once the staffing 
has been planned and arranged for August. 
Looking at a whole staff learning as to how to engage all our learners, 
focussing on how boys and girls learn differently, especially as we have so 
many boys in Cramond.    
Current P4, current P5 and current P6 could be re-grouped for the next 

   



academic year.  We will look at numbers and friendship groups as well as 
many other areas. 

Parentpay Online 
System 
 

The Edinburgh Parent Council are discussing the 1.15% additional 
transaction fee being charged per transaction for using this system.  There 
is not a clear guidance across schools as to who picks up the bill.  Parents 
can’t have the additional fee, but Schools do not have any budget to pay 
this.  No final decision has been made on this yet. 
The pilot was held back.  South Morningside have just rolled this out and 
Cramond will be in the next phase (perhaps after Easter).   

   

Purchase of 
Jumping Mats to 
Support Big 
Maths 
 

Mr Short has requested we purchase Jumping Mats which cost £30 each.  
For P1 and P2 to share and each class to have one in P3 and P4, that would 
be an investment of just over £500. 
 
There is a disco coming up next week, so the group agreed the proceeds 
from this could be used towards this purchase.    

   

Numicon – 
Creative Maths 
Resource 
 

We have just invested £2500 on Numicon.   Mrs Donaldson showed us this 
product and P2 and P3 have been using it for counting sessions, along with 
P7 who are using it for fractions and more difficult mathematical 
challenges.  In nursery, they explore the shapes and patterns and get the 
children used to using the system.    

   

Big Maths 
Update 

There was a big training session in January with the whole staff with a 
numeracy focus.  We think parents will get a much clearer picture of where 
their children are sitting in this area.  Big Maths is not a resource.  It has 
main characters and a ‘clic session’; counting, learning and calculations.  
These key steps help the child follow the online planning and Powerpoints.  
These are proving really positive and children are loving it.  

 
 
 
 

  

Crossing Patrol  Query from parents about moving the 3rd crossing patrol person closer to 
the back gate.  We are delighted to have our full complement of patrol 
people.  If we did another survey of traffic, closer to the school, we would 
not qualify for this person.  In theory, the 3rd person should be at the other 
side of Gamekeepers opening.  This has been moved to Peggy’s Mill 
opening instead.  The kerb will be dropped at that site now and it will 
become an official crossing space. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



Mrs Donaldson also chased up the council for road signs.  Anyone can call 
101 or make a complaint to the council about parents parking illegally and 
driving down the restricted streets when they should not be using these 
streets.  Mark Symonds who leads the School Streets Programme is also a 
contact who parents can write to with complaints about this happening. It 
is unclear what will happen after September, however we will invite Mark 
to the next meeting. 

 
 
Steph to write to Mark and invite 
to next meeting. 
 
 
 

Our PLACE  and 
grounds 
Maintenance 

Mrs Donaldson had a meeting with facilities managers.  They have agreed 
to the dog bin by the nursery gate.  We should also be getting a new 
nursery food waste bin. 
A volunteer group from Scottish Water have agreed to come and paint 
parts of the School.  A group of the parent body would also like to help. We 
are seeking approval from the council for this happening and have asked 
for funding for the paint.   Perhaps in the Summer term, a group of 
gardeners could also have a blitz one weekend.  
 
We are one of 13 schools with a natural playground.  All of these are 
receiving an additional ROSPA inspection.  We are not funding this.  The 
embankment wall, which is cordoned off – the council are hoping to sign 
this off after the work is done in the Easter holidays.   The matting on the 
slope near the boat has never really taken properly.   There are already 
fence posts around it.  This area can be fenced off and turned into a 
butterfly and wildlife friendly area with protected flowers growing.  
Children will be able to view this area and it will also be aesthetically 
pleasing in the corner area.  Fence panels and some labour are all that is 
needed.  
The £2500 which was going to be used for the trimtrail could be used for 
this, as the council are now funding this improvement.    
There was always going to be settlement issues and now things are 
bedding down, we are in a much better, management state.   Going 
forward, we may need some additional sand, etc, but the ideal is to get it 
to an easier to maintain standard. 
 

   



Longterm to ask parents is a big ask and a maintenance contract will be 
looked into. 
Sunday 19th March is the next gardening day.  The veg boxes at P3/4/5 
entrance were retrieved from the courtyard.  We have a mass of willow 
and have yet to find someone to use/buy it.   We will chit this willow which 
will be used as ground cover this year.   The nursery garden will have gates 
put on their 2 openings so they can utilise the area more.  The pond has 
been covered up to be more safe. 
 
Our field is really looking to have many repairs.  It is compacted, patchy, 
muddy, uneven and needs work.  The ground is uneven.  Mrs Donaldson 
has contacted the Facilities Management Department with an urgent 
request for this to be looked at.  Astro Turfing the field is phenomenally 
expensive and will not happen due to lack of funding. 
The Parent Council could write to the Council and back this. 
 
Cramond Campus Group – do the School want to back the idea of 
developers flattening the ground near to Lauriston Castle in the Caer 
Almond area.  The Parent Council are supportive of this project and the 
School would definitely back it. 

Class Reps 
Updates –  
Nursery – P7 
(with 
Headteacher 
response) 

One parent queried playing ‘tig’ in the playground.  Children had been 
playing this in an extreme way which was dangerous, so Mrs Donaldson 
has banned this for the foreseeable future. 
 
Cycling proficiency – Sustran Big Pedal breakfast are coming and we are 
looking at P6 & P7 to do their proficiency sessions. 
 
If there are any parents interested, Mrs Donaldson is happy to arrange ‘get 
off your stabilisers’ sessions on a Friday afternoon.  Parents bring their 
children along.  Tammie to contact Alison McKay. 
 
P7 buddies are back out with the P1’s to play each day.  This may have not 
happened while P7s were doing their P7 show.  Next week the P6s will step 

    



 
Next meeting Tuesday 2 May 2017 

in while they are in Lagganlia. 
 

Disco Still need 6 bodies to help on the evening.   
Please get ticket requests in this week before Friday.    

   


